
Reform and Revolution in Europe, 1917–19: Entangled and Transnational Histories 

NB! Sessions are held in Pinni B Building, if not stated otherwise 

Thursday, March 16 

10.00 – 11.30  

1 Economy & social order 
(Room: B4115) 
 
 
 
Chair: Jari Ojala 
 
Ahvenainen, Jorma: The orientation 
of the Finnish export markets at the 
end of the First World War and its 
social weight 
Hannikainen, Matti & Peltola, Jarmo: 
The global crisis and the industrial 
labour market in Finland, 1913–1918   
Poropudas, Olli: The role of economic 
development in Finland’s economic ja 
political conflicts in the beginning of 
the twentieth century 

Nationalism, nation-building and 
national self-determination I 
(Room: B4116) 
 
 
Chair: Juhana Aunesluoma 
 
Korhonen, Juho: National self-
determination as continuation of 
imperial politics: Grand Duchy of 
Finland and German East Africa in field 
theoretical comparison 
Suveica, Svetlana: Between political 
ambitions and people’s desire: a post-
WWI transnational scenario for 
Bessarabia (1919) 
Vares, Vesa: Controlling the national 
myth by cinema  

Revolutionary government 
(Room: B4117) 
 
 
 
Chair: Pertti Ahonen 
  
Semyonov, Alexander: Revolution or 
collapse of empire: is it possible to 
combine two perspectives in the study 
of 1917? 
Hörcher, Eszter Éva: The Aster 
Revolution in Hungary and its political-
social circumstances and 
consequences 

Transnational ideologies 
(Room: A05, Main Building) 
 
 
 
Chair: Taina Syrjämaa 
 
Karimäki, Jenni: ”Not because of the 
war, but despite of it” – 
independence, Civil War and the 
constitutional struggle from a Finnish 
Liberal perspective 
Reenkola, Kaarina: Heikki Renvall's 
transnational ideas to strengthen 
Finnish economy in 1917 
 

Cultural and political understandings 
of popular commerce, illegal food 
distribution and food riots in Finland 
1914–1917  
(Room A06, Main Building) 
 
Chair: Laura Kolbe 
 
Kaihovirta, Matias: Ethnicity and 
civilisation in the images of rebellion 
by Karl Harald Wiik and Carl Lindhagen 
Wassholm, Johanna: On the margins 
of retailing: attitudes towards 
ethnic/religious trading minorities in 
Finland during WWI 
Östman, Ann-Catrin: Butter on the 
market place – food provision, social 
order and conflicts in Ostrobothnian 
towns in 1916–1917 
Nyzell, Stefan: commentator 

11.30 – 13.00 

2 The economic consequences of World 
War I in Finland (roundtable)  
(Room: B4115) 
 
 
Chair: Jari Ojala 
 
Haapala, Pertti 
Heikkinen, Sakari 
Nummela, Ilkka 

Nationalism, nation-building and 
national self-determination II 
(Room: B4116) 
 
 
Chair: Marjaana Niemi 
 
Carteny, Andrea: Rising of nations, 
claiming for states: a comparative 
approach to the new nation-state 
building process in Europe 
Kokko, Heikki: From individual 
experience to official nationalism – 
imagined community in Finland in the 
1850s and 1910s 
 

New states and social issues 
(Room: B4117) 
 
 
 
Chair: Petri Karonen 
 
Harjula, Minna: Unfit for voting: 
political and social citizenship in 
Finnish local elections after 
independence 
Salvador, Alessandro: Mutual help, 
soldiers’ solidarity and nationalist 
socialism: right-wing paramilitary 
organizations and the workers in 
Germany and Austria 
 
 

German intervention to Finland 
(March-December 1918) and the rise 
and fall of “German Eastern Empire” 
(roundtable)  
(Room: A05, Main Building) 
 
Chair: Heikki Talvitie 
 
Rentola, Kimmo 
Hentilä, Seppo 
 
 

Women’s changing roles and images 
in the aftermath of WWI 
(Room A06, Main Building) 
 
 
Chair: Ann-Catrin Östman 
 
Hoppu, Tuomas: Red women fighters 
of the Finnish Civil War in 1918 
Jureniene, Virginia: Women’s activity 
in Lithuania in 1917–1918 
Lintunen, Tiina: Attitudes and 
assistance: everyday life after the Civil 
War 
Nevala, Seija-Leena: Women for 
religion, home and  fatherland – Lotta 
Svärd in post-Civil War Finland 
 
 

  



14.00 – 15.30 

3 ‘Shifting visions of the future’: 
perceptions of the international 
economy, trade policies and 
regulation towards cartels and 
restrictive business practices in a 
time of turmoil (Room: B4115) 
 
Chair: Juhana Aunesluoma 
 
Bertilorenzi, Marco: Moving forward 
or recasting back? The future of 
international trade in the League of 
Nation and International Chamber of 
Commerce debate. 
Shaev, Brian: Reform and revolution 
in the international economy: the 
schism of German Social Democracy 
and the economics of peace, 1917-
1919 
Fellman, Susanna: International 
debates in local context: views on 
restrictive business practices in 
Finland in the early 1920s. 

Nationalism, nation-building and 
national self-determination III 
(Room: B4116) 
 
 
 
 
Chair: Tiina Kinnunen 
 
Annola, Johanna: Gender, nationalism 
and antimilitarism in Finnish 
parliamentary debate of 1917–1918 
Révész, Tamás: Forward Red Soldiers!  
Mobilization propaganda of the 
Hungarian Soviet Republic 
Svyetlov, Oleksandr: Post-1918 
emancipation: the role of politics, 
religion and ethnicity 

Transnational networks 
(Room: B4117) 
 
 
 
 
 
Chair: Taina Syrjämaa 
 
Chamberlin, Ute: “The Fat is in the 
Mail”: remittances and the rebuilding 
of Transatlantic ties between German 
American communities and Germans 
after the Great War 
Krug, Samuel: The promotion of Arab 
nationalism by the German Foreign 
Office during the First World War: 
actors, networks and Implications 
Salminen, Timo: The international 
networks of Finnish and Swedish 
archaeologists in the 1910s 

Former imperial centres in the 
postwar order. A comparison of the 
Baltics and the Upper Adriatic 
(Room: A05, Main Building) 
 
 
 
Chair: Kari Alenius 
 
Bresciani, Marco: Multinational ports 
in the Post-Habsburg Upper Adriatic 
between imperial legacies and post-
war orders 
Balkelis, Tomas: Vilnius in 1918– 
1919: a contested city 
Richter, Klaus: Narratives of decline. 
Industrial centres, seaports and the 
fragmentation of the Eastern Baltics 
Laura Kolbe: commentator 

The language policy construction of 
the newly independent European 
countries in the aftermath of World 
War I 
(Room: A06, Main Building) 
 
 
Chair: Taina Saarinen 
 
Saarinen, Taina & Ihalainen, Pasi: 
Multi-sited and historically layered 
language policy construction: 
parliamentary debate on the Finnish 
constitutional bilingualism in 1919 
Bátyi, Szilvia & Csernicskó, István & 
Fedinec, Csilla : The construction of 
language and identity in the period of 
the foundation of the Czechoslovak 
state, 1918–1920 (PP presentation 
only) 
Selecka, Elva & Zabrodskaja, 
Anastassia: Language policy and 
planning in independent sovereign 
Estonia (1918–1940) 
Nuolijärvi, Pirkko: discussant 

Friday, March 17 

13.00 – 14.30 

4 Individual experiences 
(Room: B4115) 
 
Chair: Tiina Kinnunen 
 
Gioielli, Emily: The many lives of Mrs. 
Hamburger: gender and the 
internationalization of the Hungarian 
Counter-Revolution 
Junila, Marianne: The price of 
independence? War and violence in 
the everyday lives of the schoolgirls in 
1918 
Siemens, Daniel: Framing defeat: the 
end of the First World War in 
autobiographies of the 
‘Uncompromising Generation’ as 
entangled European narratives 
 

Nation building and minorities 
(Room: B4116) 
 
Chair: Seija Jalagin 
 
Dajnowicz, Małgorzata: The 
nationalist movement on the border 
of the eastern Polish after First World 
War 
Palko, Olena: The Russian Revolution 
and the projects of a Soviet Ukraine  
Rybak, Jan: Creating a nation within 
nations: the Jewish National Councils 
1917–19 
 

New constitutions 
(Room: B4117) 
 
Chair: Vesa Vares 
 
Gašparič, Jure: Constructing the first 
Yugoslav state – on constitution and 
constitutional debates after the First 
World War 
Kaiser, Tobias: A Lack of Passion? The 
Weimar Constitution in the 
performance and memory of the New 
Republic – conflicts and debates on 
the Constitution Day 
Zečević, Nikola: Kingdom of Serbs, 
Croats and Slovenes: principle of 
national self-determination vs. idea of 
unification, the case of Montenegro 

Transnational revolution  
(Room: B3117) 
 
Chair: Pasi Ihalainen 
 
King, Francis: ‘Messianic’ conceptions 
of the Russian revolution 
Turunen, Risto: The language of 
revolution in Finland 
Helfert, Veronika: Crossing borders: 
gender and transnational aspects of 
the Austrian Soviet Movement, 1917–
1924 
 

 

  



15.00 – 16.30 

5 Local experiences I 
(Room: B4115) 
 
 
Chair: Alexander Semyonov 
 
Kolbe, Laura: From imperial cities to 
national centres: constructing 
modern, democratic capital cities at 
the Baltic Sea in 1917–1919 
Teuho, Tuomas: Coexistence or 
antagonism? The soldiers of the 
Imperial Russian Army and the civilian 
population of the Grand Duchy of 
Finland in the years 1900–1917 
 

Minorities and refugees I 
(Room: B4116) 
 
 
Chair: Taina Saarinen 
 
Alenius, Kari: The minority question in 
Finland and Estonia in comparative 
European perspective, 1917–1925 
Błaszczak, Tomasz: Between 
autonomy and alliance. Belarusians 
and Lithuanian state after WWI - 
evaluations and interpretations 
Motta, Giuseppe: Nation-Building and 
minorities after the conflict. A 
comparative analysis of Italian and 
Romanian occupation in South-Tyrol 
and Transylvania.  

 Reform and revolution in 
Scandinavia, 1917-19: entangled 
histories and visions for the future I 
(Room: B4117) 
 
Chair: Pasi Ihalainen 
 
Leppänen, Katarina: Women’s press 
at war 1914–c.1920? 
Harvard, Jonas: Accelerating 
revolutionary opinion: media 
management strategies of the 
Swedish Left 1917 
Kinnunen, Tiina: Two Swedish voices 
of the future of Post World War I 
Europe      

 Nationalism and revolutionary 
experiences 
(Room: B3117) 
 
Chair: Marjaana Niemi 
 
Rodriguez, Maria: Irish and Catalan 
national movements within the 
context of the WWI 
Suodenjoki, Sami: The Hunt for 
collaborators in Finland after the 
collapse of the imperial order, 1917 
Zoffmann Rodriguez, Arturo: Behind 
me, the Cheka, the persecutions, but 
also the seeds of a new world’: 
Spanish anarchist travelers in Soviet 
Russia, 1917–24 

 
 

17.00 – 18.30 

6 Local experiences II 
(Room: B4115) 
 
 
Chair: Kari Teräs 
 
Egry, Gábor: The global national 
revolutions of Eastern Europe: local 
societies in transition from empire to 
nation-states 
Lahtinen, Anu: At the crossroads. 
Local experiences of conflicts in 1918 
Finland 
Aatsinki, Ulla: Arctic approaching to 
the revolutionary activity in Finland 
 

Minorities and refugees II 
(Room: B4116) 
 
 
Chair: Kari Alenius 
 
Flink, Toivo: Influence of World War I 
and revolution 1917 upon intellectual 
life of Ingrian Finns in Ingria and 
Russia during 1917–1919 (hyvä paikka 
tässä?) 
Jalagin, Seija: International 
responsibility, aid politics and lived 
realities: refugees from Russia and 
Finland, 1917–1927 
 

Reform and revolution in 
Scandinavia, 1917-19: entangled 
histories and visions for the future II 
(Room: B4117) 
 
Chair: Tiina Kinnunen 
 
Ihalainen, Pasi: Transnational 
constructors of parliamentary 
democracy: ideological 
internationalists in Finnish and 
Swedish constitutional controversies, 
1917–19 
Friberg, Anna: History politics and 
(re)forming the future: visions of 
democracy in post-war Sweden 
Nevers, Jeppe: The state and the 
economy after the Great War: Danish 
experiences and expectations 
 

The session of the Finnish National 
Archives 
(Room: B3117) 
 
Chair: Dmitri Frolov 
 
Frolov, Dmitri:  The acquisition of 
records as part of a research 
collaboration and the reuse of the 
acquired records 
Rentola, Kimmo: Red Finns in Russian 
party archives 
Gusev, Aleksei: The relation of the 
records to the Leon Trotsky’s 
conception of the Permanent 
Revolution 

 

  



Saturday, March 18 

10.15 – 11.45 

7 Postimperial and postrevolutionary 
visions: The Finno-Ugrian nation 
states and their imagined 
geographies after 1918 
(Room: B4115) 
 
Chair: Mari Vares 
 
Sommer, Łukasz: Political uses of 
linguistic kinship: Pan-Finno-Ugrist 
concepts in Finland and Estonia after 
1918  
Okabe, Takehiro: Greater Finland as a 
post-empire phenomenon: making 
Finno-Ugric Studies national and 
international in Finland and Soviet 
Russia 
Gantner, Eszter: “Placemaking” and 
Identity: the emergence of the 
political Turanism as a transnational 
vision after 1918  

Violence 
(Room: B4116) 
 
 
 
 
Chair: Pertti Haapala 
 
Jones, Mark: Founding Weimar. 
Violence and the German Revolution 
of 1918–19 
Kivimäki, Ville: The Return of 1918? 
Finnish military defeat and the fear of 
escalating violence, 1944/1945 
Tikka, Marko: Red and White terror 
and me: how the interpretations of 
political violence have changed and 
why does it matter? 
 

Resources, redistribution and 
organizing new democracy in post 
war context: re-evaluating the 
emergence of Finland 
(Room: B4117) 
 
Chair: Matti Hannikainen 
 
Roitto, Matti & Karonen, Petri: 
Organizing new democracy  
Ojala, Jari & Eloranta, Jari: Credit risk 
and new independent states  
Voutilainen, Miikka: Sen’s law and the 
Finnish famine of 1917-1919 

The First World War, imperial 
collapse and the challenges of 
national rebuilding in Eastern Europe 
(Room: B3117) 
 
 
Chair: Vesa Vares 
 
Kibita, Nataliya: Misreading the 
masses, or why Ukraine failed to 
create an independent state in 1917 
Lauchlan, Iain: Enemies within: the 
paranoid style in revolutionary 
Russian politics 
Kaufman, David: ”Russia is passing 
through a severe sickness which might 
afflict … countries quite unlike her”: 
Bolsheviks and Bolshevism in the 
British “official mind”, 1917–1920 
Ahonen, Pertti: ”Population transfers” 
and the post-war order: the Lausanne 
Treaty of 1923 through contemporary 
eyes 

War, peace and empires 
(Room: B3118) 
 
 
 
 
Chair: Sari Katajala-Peltomaa 
 
Fernandez Vega, Juan Luis: The 
resilience of empires: how 1917–1919 
opened a wavering nationalistic 
parenthesis in European integrative 
trends  
Gusejnova, Dina: The negotiations of 
Brest-Litovsk and the problem of 
recognition, 1917–18  
 

12.00 – 13.30 

8 Activism, civilizing mission and 
national project. Sweden and the 
Finnish Civil War 1918 in a 
transnational perspective – a project 
presentation 
(Room: B4115) 
 
Chair: Pertti Haapala 
 
Hedén, Anne: The Swedish bourgeois 
sphere, the First World War and 
Finland 
Ekdahl, Lars: The Labour movement in 
a period of world war, revolutions and 
Civil War 
Roselius, Aapo: discussant 
Östberg, Kjell: discussant 

New world order 
(Room: B4116) 
 
Chair: Juhana Aunesluoma 
 
Holmila, Antero & Ihalainen, Pasi: 
Nationalism and internationalism 
reconciled? British concepts for a new 
world order during and after the First 
and the Second World War 
Housden, Martyn: ‘Mankind is once 
more on the move.’  
The need for a League of Nations at 
the end of the First World War. 
Khalifa, Safaa: World War I and nation 
building strategies in Europe: between 
Wilsonism and national aspirations 
 

In the midst of international 
networks: personal, ideological and 
commercial networks of Finnish 
actors before and during the 
turbulent years of 1917–1919 and 
beyond 
(Room: B4117) 
 
Chair: Matti Roitto 
 
Kolumäki, Juha: The networks of 
Finnish Liberals to Great Britain before 
and after Independence 
Rantala, Tuomas: Third way 
wanderers – change of the Agrarian 
League after the First World War 
Sahi, Juha: In twilight of trade: Finnish 
trade networks to the Far East before 
and after the Great War 

History politics and visions for the 
future after the First and during the 
Second World War 
(Room: B3117) 
 
 
Chair: Tiina Kinnunen 
 
Häkkinen, Ville: State-building from 
the ashes of the Habsburg Empire: 
history-political arguments in the 
Hungarian parliamentary debates, 
1920–21 
Sarkamo, Ville: Building a warrior 
nation: War Memorial Movement in 
Finland 1918–39 

 
 

 


